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SUBJECT: NORTHERN GREEK REACTION TO METROPOLITANS' OUSTER 
REF: THESSALONIKI'S 0017, 020 AND 026. 

1. ATHENS ACCOUNTS OF HOLY SYNOD'S DECISION JULY 1 1 TO 
DEPOSE NINE METROPOLITANS, INCLUDING LEONIDAS OF 
THESSALONIKI AND THREE OTHERS FROM MACEDONIA AND THRACE 
( ALEXANDROUPOLIS , KILKIS AND DIDIMOTICHON), UNDER MAJOR 
HEADLINES AND ACCOMPANIED BY PHOTOS OF LEONIDAS, SERAPHIM 
AND PANTELEIMON, DROVE OTHER NEWS ITEMS FROM FRONT PAGES 
OF TODAY'S THESSALONIKI PRESS. 

2. ONLY EDITORIAL REACTION IS THAT OF VORRAS EDITOR 

KYROU WHO WROTE THAT "DRAMATIC DECISION" CLIMAXED DEVELOP- 
MENTS "NOT CUSTOMARY EVEN FOR USUALLY TURBULENT SITUATIONS 
IN CHURCH". HE TERMED ARCHBISHOP SERAPHIM'S ACCUSATIONS 
"VERY SEVERE, UNHEARD OF" AND SHOULD BE "BASED ON UNSHAKEN 
PROOF. THE DEEPLY RELIGIOUS GREEK PEOPLE ARE ASTOUNDED" 

AND AWAIT NEXT EVENTS "IN AWE AND ABSOLUTE SILENCE". 

SAYING HE IS "SINCERELY GRIEVED" KYROU OBSERVES THIS IS 
NOT PROPER MOMENT TO ASSESS RESPONSIBILITY FOR EVENTS, 

BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT "BLOWS INFLICTED NOW ARE NOT AGAINST 
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INSTITUTION OF CHURCH ITSELF". 

3. COMMENT: LOCAL REACTION CENTERS NATURALLY ON DETHRONE- 
MENT OF LEONIDAS AND RUNS GAMUT FROM GOVERNMENT OPPONENTS 
WHO VIEW OUSTER AS OVERDUE RETRIBUTION FOR POLITICALLY 
ACTIVE, PAPADOPOULOS-SUPPORTING CLERIC, TO THOSE WHO FEEL 
OUTRAGE OVER BRUTAL DISMISSAL OF SAINTLY, WELL-INTENDED MAN. 
SOME EXPRESSED VIEW THAT SERAPHIM'S MANNER AND LANGUAGE 
(E.G. IN ATTACKING "FORCES OF OBSCURITY" (DYNAMIS TOU SKOTOUS)) 
IN TELEVISED APPEARANCE YESTERDAY COARSE AND BENEATH 
DIGNITY OF LEADER OF CHURCH OF GREECE. CONSENSUS HERE 
IS MOVE WHOLLY POLITICAL AND PROCEEDS FROM LEONIDAS' 
CONTINUING CONFLICT WITH IOANNIDIS REGIME, NOTABLY MINED 
AND RELIGION PANAYIOTIS CHRISTOU (REFS AND CONGEN 
MEMCONS JAN 29 AND JUNE 20). THOUGHT ALSO HEARD THAT THIS 
BUT LATEST IN SERIES UNHAPPY EVENTS THAT HAVE RECENTLY 
BEFALLEN ALREADY UNCERTAIN AND INDECISIVE REGIME, NOTABLY 
MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS, AEGEAN CRISIS AND PROBLEMS 
IN CYPRUS. REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER LEONIDAS' MANY 
ADMIRERS AND FOLLOWERS HERE WILL CHOOSE TO MAKE ISSUE OF 
ACTION. 
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